
An ecumenical group of Palestinian 
Christian women have prayed and 
reflected together over the past several 
years to respond to the invitation to 
write the 2024 program. Their theme is “I 
Beg You... Bear With One Another in 
Love,” based on Ephesians 4:1 7. This 
program calls us to bear with each other 
in love, despite all difficulties and 
oppression.  

The Worship Service shares stories of 
three Palestinian Christian women, who 
witness to the power of bearing together 
in love. Their stories illuminate the 
experiences of Palestinian women from 
three different generations. The symbol 
of an olive tree is used throughout the 

worship service. This represents the three generations through the trunk, 
branches, and leaves of the olive tree.  

The Palestinian Christian women who wrote this worship service have invited 
the world to pray for peace, justice and freedom of religion and freedom of 
movement. Their prayers specifically call us to pray with women, refugees, 
persons experiencing homelessness, and all who are sick, dying and grieving. 
They also call us to confess to our collective role in causing the climate crisis, 
and to commit to repairing what we have destroyed. Finally, they call us, the 
global church, to be united in treating all with justice and love.  

This program was developed entirely in the context of the COVID 19 pandemic. 
Taking on the responsibility of being a writer country is always a rigorous 
journey, but it was particularly difficult given the changed realities of a world 
suffering under a global pandemic. We are grateful to our Palestinian Christian 
sisters for navigating this process with grace and patience. 

May God continue to bless the world through our commitment to praying and 
acting together as a global sisterhood of ecumenical Christian women. 
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Since the nineteenth century, Christian women in 
the United States and Canada have initiated 
cooperative activities in many areas of concern for 
women and children, recognizing the critical role of 
prayer in mission work and their call to promote 

world peace through worldwide mission work. The first organized “day 
of prayer for the world” was held in Canada on January 9, 1920. the 
United States soon followed on February 20, 1920.

Now, hundreds of thousands of women (and men, youth, and children) 
from around the world and in every region gather to collectively worship 
on the first Friday in March. Each year, a different country serves as the 
writer of the World Day of Prayer worship service and other materials. 
Women of that country’s national WDP committee interpret scripture 
within their cultural context and prepare a worship service; women 
around the world lead the services.

World Day of Prayer is supported by sacrificial and benevolent mission 
offerings given by individuals through these annual services. Each of the 
170 countries celebrating World Day of Prayer has an ecumenical 
committee of women representing many cultures, races, and faith 
traditions. Each country’s committee is responsible for determining the 
use of the offering as it relates to the theme for each year. Offering 
grants are made to women and children’s groups in each country.

World Day of Prayer USA promotes justice and equality for women 
through prayer, partnerships, service and celebration. For more 
information, visit www.wdp usa.org.

Contact information:
World Day of Prayer USA
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor, New York, NY 10115
Material Orders: 888.937.8720  ⚫  New York Office: 212.870.2466
Email: info@wdp usa.org
Website: www.wdp usa.org
Follow us on Facebook.com/WorldDayOfPrayerUSA
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