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Fyeereverst HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 2025

Hispanic Heritage Month takes place from September 15th to October 15th every year as a time to
recognize and celebrate the many contributions, diverse cultures, and extensive histories of the
American Latino community. Beginning in 1968, Hispanic Heritage Month was originally observed
as “Hispanic Heritage Week” under President Lyndon Johnson, but it was later extended to a
month during President Ronald Reagan’s term in 1988.

Since then, the month has been celebrated nationwide through festivals, art shows, conferences,
community gatherings, and much more. The month also celebrates the independence days of
several Latin American countries, including Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and
Nicaragua on September 15th, Mexico on September 16th, and Chile on September 18th. It also
includes holidays recognizing Hispanic contributions, such as Virgin Islands-Puerto Rico
Friendship Day, which is celebrated in the U.S. Virgin Islands.

In the following link, you will find a two-minute video explaining the history behind Hispanic
Heritage Month.
https://www.oprahdaily.com/life/g36651645/hispanic-heritage-month-activities/

This year we have selected the theme “Confidence in Uncertainty” based on Psalm 46:1 (NIV).
We want to thank Lieutenants Marcelo Marin and Solange Vera, Dodge City, KS Corps Officers,
for preparing the sermon and devotionals!



WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINE

Call to Worship Psalm 9:9-10
Invocation
Welcome & Announcements

Praise and Worship:
“Amazing Grace” —- SB#453
“Because He Lives” — SB#219
“It Is Well” - HC#108
“Firm Foundation”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzQvggUparA
“l Raise A Hallelujah”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3RRU25dpPg
“Way Maker”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29IxnsqOkmQ

Offering

Song “In the Garden” SOS #138
Pastoral Prayer

Scripture Reading Psalm 46:1-7

Sermon “Confidence in Uncertainty”
(See pages 3-4)

Song “Great is Thy faithfulness” — SB#26
Benediction

Doxology



SERMON

Title: “Confidence in Uncertainty”
by Lieutenant Marcelo Marin

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” Psalm 46:1 (NIV).
1. God is the only trustworthy refuge in uncertain times

The word "refuge" (in Hebrew, machseh) means shelter, hiding place, protective shadow.
When everything around us is shaky or everything seems uncertain, God offers complete
protection: emotional, spiritual, and physical.

In ancient times, a refuge was a stone fortress. The Dictionary of the Real Academia
Espanola [Royal Spanish Academy Dictionary] gives us the following meanings: "Asylum,
shelter, refuge." It also says: "Building located in a mountainous area." Psalm 91:2 says: "I
will say of the Lord, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom | trust.”” Proverbs
18:10: "The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe."

Does this remind you of your childhood? It does me of mine. | remember when something
scared me, all | wanted to do was run to one of my parents—not to make the fear go away,
but because | trusted in someone who would protect me.

So, | have a few questions for you: Where do you seek refuge? Facebook, TikTok, Instagram?
In people? In your own strength? Let me tell you, the media or means mentioned above may
offer you a "refuge," but a temporary one. In uncertain times, the only eternal and
trustworthy refuge, which is forever, is God.

2. God is our only strength and has the power to sustain us

God, while providing protection, also strengthens, and in this strength is the power to
endure, move forward, and persevere. The Hebrew tells us that “strength” (oz) implies inner,
emotional, and spiritual strength. And God’s Word, the Bible, is clear in saying, “He [God]
gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.” (Isaiah 40:29).

The apostle Paul also referred to the strength that comes from God: “My grace is sufficient
for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9.

Letmetellyou, itis notyour strength that sustains you in uncertain times; itis God's strength
within you. Surrender in your weakness, as the apostle Paul said, so that God's power may
be manifest, or rather, realized, in you.



3. God is our quick, prompt, accurate and available help

God is not only willing to help; He is present, available, and arrives just in time.

"Avery present help" speaks of immediate, accessible, real help, without intermediaries or
preconditions. He is not a distant, remote, or indifferent god. In Psalm 34:18, we read: "The
Lord is close to the brokenhearted...," and then in Hebrews 4:16, we find that He opens the
doors wide for us: " Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, [...]"

Within The Salvation Army, there is a ministry called Emergency Disaster Services (EDS),
whose strong suit is assisting in natural or human-caused disasters and emergency
situations. They always arrive as soon as possible after a disaster, as they are ateam trained
to manage in these types of situations.

If we, The Salvation Army, can arrive in time to respond to a disaster or emergency, imagine
God, who is infinitely more powerful and present than us. Do you think He will not arrive on
time for a spiritual emergency or provide help in challenging times? Of course He will arrive
ontime, and long before anyone else! God does not wait; He acts.

When you face anguish, do not wait to seek Him. God is available now, always. Call upon
Him in trouble, in anguish, in pain, and He will come with just the right help.

Conclusion

In conclusion | ask this question: How do we trust during uncertain times, amid the doubt
and distraction of uncertain times?

Let me recommend the following:
e Recognize that uncertainty is not a lack of faith, but an opportunity to deepen it.
e Consciously decide to take refuge in God every day.
e Let His strength be perfected in your weakness.
e Learntorunto God first, as your first resort, not your last resort.

Today, many are burdened with anxiety, confusion, pain, and the tough decisions they must
make. Canyou trust God, even when you do not see the way out? Surrender your uncertainty
to Him; let God be your refuge, your strength, and your ever-present help amid tribulations.



DEVOTIONALS

by Lieutenant Solange Vera
Confidence in Uncertainty Psalm 46:1-3 (NIV)

Several years ago, | had one of the most intense experiences of my life, and | remember it
vividly. Although time has passed, it was one of those experiences | will never forget. It was
a massive earthquake in Chile, in the early morning of February 27, 2010. Although, it is
common to experience ground shakes, until that moment | had never experienced such a
powerful, extreme tremor. The ground was moving as if it were trying to splitin two. | lived on
the fourth floor of a 15-story building with my husband and one year old son, Lucas.

Around 3:30 AM we were awakened by a strange noise, when most people were asleep, but
others were working, others partying, like any other city in the summer. Those earthquake
moments seemed like an eternity, even though they were only seconds and minutes. All |
could think was, "Lord, have mercy, help us!"

Those were desperate, uncertain moments where | prayed to God for peace so | could think
clearly about what we should do. All | could think about was that we had to get down and get
back on solid ground, as the building was moving like jelly. | remember that feeling of
instability, even trying to stay on my feet, there was so much noise around us, | did not know
where it was coming from. It was all very confusing, and | felt so unsure of what was
happening.

We grabbed our son, escaping down the emergency stairs in the dark. We crossed the
parking lot to look for a safe place, free from falling glass or other debris. The idea was to
stay in an open space while we waited for the ground to calm down. Smaller aftershocks
continued after the greatest of the shaking, sometimes causing dizziness. Hours passed,
and dawn began to break.

I remember this moment as | read Psalm 46, what it is like to live with complete trustin God,
our refuge and strength, our sure help, as David would have experienced it, during times of
uncertainty or instability. God has been and will continue to be our safe place, our refuge
during trials and moments of uncertainty. When we feel the earth shaking and we cannot
stand, we should not be afraid. Verse two tells us: "Therefore we will not fear, though the
earth give way, and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea." | imagined that no matter
what happens around me, | can always find refuge in Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior. He
is our strength, our safe place in times of anguish and uncertainty, where we can find calm
and confidence that everything will soon pass. | invite you to experience that trust and
strength in God, no matter what you are going through. Pray to God and He will answer you.



I Can Do All Things Through Him Philippians 4:13 (NIV)

Anyone who has been deprived of their liberty for any reason or in any way, notonly in prison,
but also when hospitalized or in a rehabilitation center, feels they have lost part of their
dignity, their freedom, aright as ahuman beings: to be free and to make decisions. But when
they depend on others to decide whether to leave that place, their spirits are weakened, and
that genuine right no longer exists, at least for a while.

Personally, I've never been deprived of my freedom, and | don't know how | would feel if |
were ever in that situation—perhaps uncomfortable, sad, distressed, as if trapped without
being able to decide how to spend my time and resources, depending on what others decide
for me. If you had the opportunity to think about such an experience, where the uncertainty
is real, of not knowing what will come next, when you would be released, or whatever the
outcome might be—how do you think you would feel? This could even be true for those
feeling imprisoned by circumstances or problems, in uncertain times.

| recently had the opportunity to visit an elderly woman in a nursing home who was there
recovering from a fall. She had a clear and calm mind. She told me that she just wanted to
return home because, although she was well cared for, it felt like a prison for her. She could
not make any decisions because her daily routine, diet, medications, exercise time,
recreation, and everything else was dictated for her. | prayed with her, encouraging her to be
patient, to wait on God, that the days would pass, and she would be able to return home
more fully recovered and stronger, that her patience and faith should not waver; reminding
her that the Lord was with her. Indeed, after days passed, they sent her home, albeit with a
walking aid and clear medical instructions, but she returned home happy!

In this account from Paul's life, he is deprived of his freedom when he writes this letter to the
Philippians. He has gone through moments of uncertainty where he did not know what
would happen, but during these moments, he encourages believers to fully trust in the Lord,
who enables them to endure anything because He is their strength. Philippians 4:13 says, "I
can do all this through him who gives me strength." It does not speak of a half-hearted
approach but of a COMPLETE ONE. Whatever is to come with Christ, he will be able to
overcome itbecause He is the One who strengthens him and keeps his spirit uplifted. During
trials, times of uncertainty, while waiting for answers, Paul calls us to completely trustin our
Lord Jesus Christ, without hesitation. We can overcome everything if we intentionally seek
and stay in the presence of Jesus Christ.



The Purpose Psalm 23:4 (NIV)

We all go through challenging times: the loss of a loved one, unexpected illnesses, times of
uncertainty, as if we have no control over anything. The "darkest valley" or the "shadow of
death" (NKJV) represent those times when life seems dark, and fear seeks to take over our
entire being.

Thank God for His Word because this verse reminds us of a powerful truth: we are not alone.
God does not promise that we will not have tough times or that He will spare us from the
darkest valley; what He does promise is to walk with us through them. His presence is our
comfort, His guidance is our security. Trusting God is not just a reaction to fear or
uncertainty; it is a purposeful decision, a conscious choice to rest in who He is, even when
we do not understand what is happening.

David, the author of the Psalm, does not say he will avoid the darkest valley, rather he will
walk through it without fear, because he knows God has a purpose, even amid the pain. Isn't
that incredible? God has a redemptive purpose even during painful times. Trust does not
eliminate the darkest valley, rather it transforms our experiences within it.

When we fully trust in God, we open ourselves to experience several things, things like
discovering His presence amid difficulties and problems. We can receive new strength and
encouragement when we feel we cannot go on, and we receive guidance. Verse four speaks
of His rod and His staff, which are symbols of protection and direction. The act of trusting
has a purpose in each of our lives, and it is not necessarily to avoid suffering, rather to be
strengthened by God in the midst of difficulties, allowing Him to mold and form us, teach us,
and bring us closer to His sovereign purpose and plan.

If you are going through one of those challenging times, | invite you to repeat this prayer:
Lord, help me to trustin Your purpose for my life. May my faith not depend on circumstances,
but on Your faithfulness. Even though | walk through the darkest valley, may Your presence
give me peace and Your purpose give me hope. Amen.

Am | trusting God for His purpose or merely out of necessity? Write a prayer or phrase that
reminds you why you trust Him. Share it with someone who needs to draw closer to God
today.



| Will Endure James 1:12 (NLT)

Years ago, a very catchy song was heard on Spanish-language radio. The chorus went
something like this: "l will endure against everything...to keep living...I will never give up." It
even became a kind of fighting anthem among some people. But what does the verb
"endure" really refer to?

When | researched the origins of this word, | discovered that "ENDURE" does not just mean
"to resist." According to the Diccionario de la Real Academia Espafola [Royal Spanish
Academy Dictionary], it means "to tolerate, endure, or suffer," and "to combat passions and
desires." In other words, it means standing firm when everything inside you wants to give up,
trusting when there are no visible signs of hope, when you cannot see the light.

James, in his Epistle, tells us that God’s blessing is not in avoiding trial, but enduring,
persevering through it—not in “any way,” but in faith. If you persevere with faith, the same
verse tells us that there is a reward, the crown of life.

| read a story about a young Christian, deeply enthusiastic about serving God. One day, he
lost his job and was immediately defrauded by a close friend. This shook his faith. For days,
months, he struggled with depression and doubt because of what he had experienced. But
every morning he disciplined himself to pray, even if it was in silence, even as therapy. He
continued attending church, even though during the worship service he "felt nothing" and he
was heartbroken.

One day, while participating in a youth camp, he was asked to share his testimony. When
the camp was over, a teenager approached him and said, "Thank you for sharing your
testimony. It gave me the strength to continue, to not give up, and to not lose heart." This
young man understood that his resilience was not only transforming him but helping others.
Today, this young man helps other young people with doubts to choose God, regardless of
the circumstances.

If you are going through a challenging time, enduring despite adversity, ask God in prayer to
strengthen you, to keep your faith from wavering, and to help you not rely on your feelings.
Only Christ can sustain you through this time. You can always trust Him completely. He will
answer you. Always remember that endurance and perseverance do not reveal weakness,
but faith in action.



Nobody Understands Me Hebrews 4:15-16 (NIV)

At some point in our lives, even in childhood, we felt like no one could understand us or
comprehend what we were experiencing, not even our parents, relatives, or friends. In
maturing and growing, we realize that it is impossible to fully understand situations we have
never experienced, even if they are similar to what we have been through. We can empathize
with someone who is suffering or experiencing a difficult situation that we have already
endured, but each person experiences and copes with worries, difficulties, pain, anguish,
nostalgia, death, and many other life experiences, in their own way.

In this passage, we are given words of hope in the face of uncertain times. God became man
to share humanity's trials and suffering, to be an understanding and compassionate high
priest.

Jesus understands us, and He is the only one who truly embodies compassion and empathy
for us. He personally lived through temptations and pain like ours, experiencing emotions
and feelings like us. He understands us when we are going through times of uncertainty and
anguish, when we feel like we are walking on quicksand.

During trials, we need a Savior who understands our plight as human beings. Jesus, in His
infinite mercy and faithfulness, can "empathize with our weaknesses"—that is, with our
weak and vulnerable human nature, including our inclination to sin. He experienced every
kind of temptation and trial, every kind of circumstance that you or | may face; and now, He
is at the right hand of the Father interceding for us.

Because He was sinless, He endured everything Satan could throw at Him and never
succumbed. He fully experienced temptations the same as us, and even more. The
difference is that He never sinned. And so, when we come to Jesus, we can remember that
He knows everything we know—and much more of what we do not—about temptation, trial,
and pain.

If you are going through a challenging time, finding that no one understands you, and you are
enduring times of uncertainty, Trust In God Because He Is With You; do not doubt Him! He
listens to you and understands your pain like no one else. Cry out to the Lord and ask Him to
give you peace and comfort, and you will see peace come to your life. You may experience
many frustrating circumstances here on earth but should always remember that there is
victory in Jesus!



HOW TO START

The Intercultural Ministries Department released a video called “How to Start a Hispanic Ministry”
in July 2021. You may not be starting a Hispanic ministry soon. Still, this resource has some useful
segments that you can use as you celebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month. Here are a few
suggestions:

https://youtu.be/6mQmkCjsGng

=+ History (7:05) — We invite you to listen to the beginnings of the Hispanic ministry in the
Central Territory, particularly in the Metro Division. Hear the story of Raul Guerrero (Order
of the Founder) shared by his daughter, retired officer Major Yaneth Fuqua.

= Values (13:16) — Learn some important values about the Hispanic community, including
“La Familia,” celebrations, food, and hospitality.

=4 ESL (30:44) - You may want to think about starting an ESL program. Listen to Carlos G.
Moran, former ESL Director, as he gives some important insights about how to start an
ESL Program.

=4 Immigration (39:01) - Listen to a part of Dr. Alexia Salvatierra and Dr. Rolando Cuellar’s
presentation on immigration at the 2019 ONE Conference.
Topics include:
*Biblical Principles and Challenges
*Jesus and the refugee and orphan
*Positive aspects of current migration
*Fear and carrying the cross
*More and more future congregations will be multicultural
*The church is the answer
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PROGRAM IDEAS TO CELEBRATE HISPANIC HERITAGE IN OUR CORPS OR INSTITUTIONS

+ Sunday Worship Service: Choose a Sunday between September 15th and October 15th

to have a worship service to highlight this event. Ask someone in your congregation from a
Hispanic background to share his/her testimony.

Open Air or Open Gym: Invite the community to learn more about the Hispanic Heritage.
Prepare different stations around the Gym where people can find information about the
Hispanic history, music, and healthy food preparation from different countries; play typical
games of those countries, have activities for children, competitions, crafts, etc.

Health Fair: Invite community groups to participate in a free health fair. Provide free health
services such as eye exams, blood pressure tests, weight control, etc. Have workshops
available about health information, programs, etc.

Recognize a Hero in the Community: Identify a Hispanic person in your community
(police, firefighter, teacher, etc.) and recognize their work in the community during your
Sunday Service or at a special luncheon.

Watch a Movie: Host a movie night and show a movie or a documentary that talks about
Hispanic culture. Here are a few suggestions: “Under the Same Moon,” “Bella,”
“Spanglish,” “Instructions Not Included,” “The Other Side of Immigration,” or “Which Way
Home.”

Host a Citizenship or Immigration Workshop: Contact your local World Relief or other
similar agency and invite them to give a Citizenship or Immigration workshop.

USEFUL LINKS FOR NATIONAL HisPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

+

=

“Hispanic Heritage Month Resources”

In this National Museum of the American Latino link, you will find virtual exhibits,
educational resources, and stories of Latino achievement.
https://latino.si.edu/learn/teaching-and-learning-resources/hispanic-heritage-month-
resources

“Crafts to Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month” - In this link, you will find Hispanic
heritage printable resources to use with children and crafts representing different countries
like Chile, Cuba, Guatemala, and Mexico.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/09/05/crafts-hispanic-heritage_n_3875830.html

“Celebrating Latino Culture for Hispanic Heritage Month” - In this link, you will find
Hispanic heritage month activities for kids, including How to make paper fiesta flowers;
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musical crafts; Hispanic heroes trading cards; interactive activities, children’s books,
Hispanic inventors and more.
http://www.modernmami.com/hispanic-heritage-month-activities-for-kids/

+ “National Day” - In this link, you will find useful information on celebrating Hispanic
Heritage Month with a Hispanic Heritage Month Timeline, Hispanic Heritage Highlights, and
Why Hispanic Heritage Month is important.
https://nationaltoday.com/hispanic-heritage-month/

SMALL GROUP STUDIES

+ Sacred Conversations on Race, Culture, and Reconciliation — This 10-session
discussion guide for small groups creates a safe space and invites candid conversations
about race and culture.
https://interculturalministriescentral.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/11/2016/10/SACRED-CONVERSATIONS.pdf

% CULTURE 101: EMBRACING CULTURAL DIFFERENCES — ENGLISH & SPANISH
This video, available in English and Spanish, is for those who want to develop cultural
competence for intercultural and multi-ethnic ministries. The video, approximately 30
minutes long, can be used in a variety of program settings. Small group discussion
questions and activities are included. The viewing guide is available.
Spanish Version: https://vimeo.com/185958717
English Version: https://vimeo.com/174858793

ARTICLES, BOOKS AND MORE

+ “Latinos worry more than other U.S. adults about deportation
Amid heightened immigration enforcement during the early weeks of President Donald
Trump’s second term, 42% of Hispanic adults say they worry that they or someone close
to them could be deported, according to a Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults
conducted Feb. 24 to March 2, 2025.
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/04/30/latinos-worry-more-than-other-
us-adults-about-deportations/

% “Key Facts about U.S. Latinos for National Hispanic Heritage Month”
Here are some key facts from the Pew Research Center about the U.S. Latino population
by geography and by characteristics such as language use and origin group.
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2023/09/22/key-facts-about-us-latinos-for-
national-hispanic-heritage-month/
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“What Christians can learn during Hispanic Heritage Month” - This brief article by
Giancarlo Montero gives a brief history of how this celebration started and invited
Christians to celebrate with Hispanic brothers and sisters our unity in diversity.
https://erlc.com/resource-library/articles/what-christians-can-learn-during-hispanic-
heritage-month/

4+ Short immigration course online
Would you like to understand U.S. immigration better? Here is a five-part email minicourse
by the Pew Research Center. You will receive an email every few days over the span of a
couple of weeks. Each email will answer a different question about immigration: Who are
U.S. immigrants? How has immigration changed the U.S.? Who are legal immigrants, and
who are unauthorized ones? And more.
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/10/16/want-to-understand-u-s-immigration-
weve-got-an-email-course-for-you/

+ “The Story of Latino Protestants in the United States” — by Juan Francisco Martinez
begins with a description of the Diverse Latino Protestant community. Then this book
examines six main periods in the history of American Latino Protestantism, paying special
attention to such key issues as migration patterns, immigration policies, enculturation, and
assimilation.

+ “Welcoming the Stranger” — Matthew Soerens & Jenny Hwang
Immigration is one of the most complicated issues of our time. Voices on all sides argue
strongly for action and change. Christians find themselves torn between the desire to
uphold laws and the call to minister to the vulnerable. The authors point us toward
immigration reform that is compassionate, sensible, and just, as they offer concrete ways
for Christians and local churches to welcome and minister to our immigrant neighbors.

+ “Harvest of Empire: A History of Latinos in America” - Juan Gonzalez
The new immigrants have ignited a vibrant “Latin explosion” in American popular culture.
But the Latino influence reaches far beyond music, sports, cuisine, or the latest magazine
cover. This book features family portraits of real-life immigrant Latino pioneers, as well as
sketches of the political events and social conditions that compelled them to leave their
homeland and how they have transformed the nation’s cultural landscape.

PobcAsTs & VIDEOS

+ “Creating Belonging Through Language”
Sarah Callen is joined by Emanuel “Ricky” Padilla and Dra. ltzel Meduri to discuss
multilingualism. They share the history of language weaponization and hierarchy in
America, which led to the signing of an Executive Order in 2025 designating English as the
official language of The United States. Ricky and Dra. Meduri also offer theological support
for multilingualism and practical steps we can take to embrace this practice in our lives.
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https://ccda.org/creating-belonging-through-language/

“Doing Theology in Context” with Dr. Justo Gonzalez

In this podcast of “VOICES, Where Ya From?” Dr. Gonzalez joins host Rasool Berry to
discuss how our own context-and even Jesus’ context- shapes how we read, interpret, and
engage with God’s Word.

https://open.spotify.com/episode/3qwRm4Xzf8ggfowTnu8IWG

“The Heartbeat of the Hispanic Community”

Hispanics make up nearly 20 percent of the U.S. population. They have played a key role
in driving population growth in our country and in revitalizing our churches over the past
decades. In this Conversation, Dr. Gus Reyes offers thoughtful and pastoral insight into
this community, including generational dynamics and subsequent implications for
ministry and outreach.

https://www.nae.org/reyespodcast/

“How ‘No Sabo Kids’ navigate not speaking Spanish”

A “No Sabo Kid” is a person that is not fluent in Spanish. This video clip shows how some
“No Sabo Kids” are reclaiming the language in their own terms.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmbFw6bzh4Y
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